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attacking the British settlements. But he was kept in
Bengal by the decision to attack Chandernagore, and
the subsequent collision with the Kawab. The capture
of Chandernagore, which proved to be the turning-
point of British affairs in Bengal, was a necessary act of
self-defence. England and France were at war; and
Olive and Watson acted rightly in crushing the French.
If Dupleix or De Bussy had been at Chandernagore,
he would have joined the Nawab and driven the
English out of the country. After the capture of
Chandernagore the peace and safety of the English
settlements demanded the removal of Surajah Dowlah
from his throne; and Olive's action in seating Meer
Jaffier in his place was fully approved by the Directors.
But the means which he employed were unworthy of
him. " Such expedients as fictitious treaties and counter-
feited signatures are not,53 as Lord Stanhope justly
remarks, "to be cleared by any refinements of ingenuity,
or any consideration of State advantage, and they must
for ever remain a blot on the brilliant laurels of Olive."
After Plassey Olive's clearness of vision and boldness are
alike remarkable. During the second expedition to
Patna his high qualities as a soldier-statesman were
conspicuous, and, when the Dutch attempted to in-
troduce troops into Bengal, his prompt daring baffled
all calculations. He saw more clearly than any one
the future importance of Bengal, and, in all the
changing circumstances of the time, he displayed a
genius in dealing with political and administrative
questions that was no less remarkable than his skill in
the conduct of military affairs. Unfortunately he did
not remain long enough in India to give consistency